CV- Irene Fattacciu

Date of Birth: December 15, 1980
Nationality: Italian

Phone: +39 328 1132455

Email: irene.fattacc@gmail.com

Current position

Oct 2025-Present — Senior researcher
ISIG, Istituto Storico Italo-Germanico, Fondazione Bruno Kessler (FBK), Trento, Italy.

Appointed within the FIS project Blackitaly — The Italian peninsula and Atlantic Slavery: a Forgotten
History - blackitaly.fbk.eu

My research investigates the participation of Italian merchants, bankers, and institutions in the eighteenth-
century slave economy, reconstructing financial, commercial, and religious networks and the reinvestment
of profits in the peninsula.

Past selected appointments / positions held
Sept 2021-Sept 2025 - Senior researcher
Inclusive Development Unit, ARCO (Action Research for Co-Development), PIN Foundation, Prato, Italy

Nov 2020 - Oct 2021 - Research Fellow
Culture, Politics and Society Dept., University of Turin, Turin, Italy.

2022 - 2024 - Scientific Director for the Florence area
WEL — Local Energy Welfare project, financed by the European Climate Foundation. Fondazione Lelio e Lisli
Basso - Onlus, Rome.

June - Sept 2021 - EU Project designer
Institute of Social Sciences, Lausanne University, Switzerland

Sept - Dec 2020 - Research Fellow
Social Sciences Dept., University of Piemonte Orientale, Alessandria, Italy.

Nov 2017 - Oct 2019 — Research Fellow
History Dept., University of La Tuscia, Viterbo, Italy

Sept - Dec 2014 - EU Project designer
Culture, Politics and Society Dept., University of Turin, Turin, Italy.

July 2013 - June 2014 - Research Fellow
Culture, Politics and Society Dept., University of Turin, Turin, Italy.

Jan 2012 - June 2013 - Vasco da Gama Research Fellow
History and Civilization Dept., European University Institute, Fiesole, Italy

2011 - 2019 - Translator, Editor and Copywriter
Freelance; translation-revision-writing of texts (ITA / ITA <> ENG / ITA & ESP)
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Education

2018 - Italian National Scientific Qualification (ASN) — Associate Professor in Modern History (11/A2)

2014-2018 — PhD in Social and Political Sciences
University of Turin — University of Florence, Italy
Thesis: “Intersections of Race, Gender and Class in the Experience of Parenthood for Mixed Couples”

2007-2011 - PhD in History and Civilization
European University Institute, Florence, Italy
Thesis: “Atlantic Crossings: chocolate, imperial political economies and the making of a Spanish imaginary”

2006-2007 — Master of Research in History and Civilization
European University Institute, Florence, Italy

1999-2005 — Degree in Modern Languages and Literatures.
Majors: Hispano-American and English Literature; Intercultural Studies
University of Florence, Italy

Selected Research Projects

Historical research projects

Social networks and circulation of knowledge in Global Empires (within the PRIN “Global Europeanness” —
MIUR, 2020-2021). The research investigated how trans-imperial intellectual exchanges contributed to the
racialization of knowledge and shaped hierarchies in early modern global empires.

Fighting for education: the ‘150 Ore’ and working-class access to knowledge (financed by CGIL, 2020). It
explored the political and cultural significance of the “150 ore” educational programme as a transformative
tool in the democratization of knowledge in Italy.

The making of Global Commaodities (within the PRIN “Translating Worlds” — MIUR, 2017-2020). My research
explored how exotic remedies circulated in early modern Europe through trade and medical networks,
highlighting the competition between official and popular therapies during a period of medical
professionalization.

Race and Citizenship in the Atlantic World (San Paolo Foundation, 2013-2014). The study examined the
emergence of racial categories in the Americas between the 18" and 19" century, highlighting their role in
shaping colonial legal frameworks and practices of exclusion.

Slavery and the making of Global Commodities (Vasco da Gama Fellowship — EUI, 2012-2013). The study
explored, through mid-19th century forced displacements across the Atlantic towards Africa, the tensions
between Spanish imperial economic needs, Cuban nationalism, and fears of racial uprising.

Mixed couples in Italy: intersections of Race, Gender, and Class in the experience of parenthood (PhD Project
— University of Turin, 2014—-2018). The research investigated how mixed families navigate parenthood,
exploring the intersections of race, gender and class in contemporary ltalian society through biographical
interviews and ethnographic field work.

Chocolate, consumption and imperial imaginaries in the Spanish Atlantic (PhD Project — EUI, 2007-2011).
The research traced chocolate’s transformation in the Atlantic world, linking its cultural integration and
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medical debates to Bourbon political economy, imperial ambitions, and the gradual democratization of its
production and consumption.

Inclusive Development projects

SWINS — Sustainable Well-being through Investment in Social Services
Horizon, European Commission (2025—ongoing)
Senior Researcher. Measurement of social return on welfare services in six countries.

SPES — Assessment of Gender Equality and Inclusion Practices
Horizon 2020, European Commission (2024)
External expert for the evaluation of gender and inclusion strategies in Horizon-funded research.

MERGE - Beyond GDP and wellbeing indicators
Horizon, European Commission (2024—ongoing)
Senior researcher. Qualitative research and training materials on well-being indicators in four countries.

Pour une vie indépendante — Tunisia
AICS - Italian Cooperation (2022-2025)
Research Coordinator. Research and training to promote independent living among youth with disabilities.

BOYHOOD - Gender stereotypes among children
Fondazione Kering / Plan International (2022—-2023)
Senior researcher. Research and educational tools on masculinities in early childhood.

NAUWU - Inclusion of women and persons with disabilities
AICS - Italian Cooperation (2020-2023)
Gender and disability expert. Participatory research and training with Palestinian DPOs.

EUROSHIP - Social citizenship and precarity in europe
Horizon 2020, European Commission (2019-2023)
Qualitative WP Lead (ltaly). Life-course interviews and analysis on vulnerability.

Madagascar: Mixed methods research on gender and disability
UNICEF Madagascar (2021-2022)
Research expert. Collaborated in study design, team supervision and analysis to inform UNICEF strategy.

Inequality and social justice in Italy
ActionAid (2022)
Research Coordinator. Mapping of inequalities and stakeholder engagement on redistribution.

Selected Publications

Monographs
(2020). Empire, Political Economy, and the Diffusion of Chocolate in the Atlantic World. Routledge.

(2018). Socialita, esotismo e ‘ispanizzazione’dei consumi nella Spagna del Settecento. EUT Edizioni Universita
di Trieste.

Edited Journal
(2019) Fattacciu I. and Fogu C. (eds.), Performing Race, Zapruder World, peer-review OA Journal
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Peer-reviewed articles

(2023) Arciprete, C., Biggeri, M., and Fattacciu, I. (2024). Empowering youth in care: the case of emancipatory
research with care leavers. Journal de Ciencias Sociales, 12.

(2019). Seed of unity or seed of change? Maize, memory and identity in the making of Mexican cuisine as
intangible heritage. Quaderni storici, 54(2), 317-352.

(2019) Donne, violenza e resistenza alla schiavitu nella cultura pubblica ottocentesca, in Zapruder n. 51.

(2017). An Italian Perspective on new opportunities and challenges in writing global histories of consumer
habits. Storia della storiografia: rivista internazionale: 72, 2, 2017, 169-184.

(2012). Atlantic History and Spanish Consumer Goods in the 18th Century: The Assimilation of Exotic Drinks
and the Fragmentation of European Identities. Nuevo Mundo Mundos Nuevos. Nouveaux mondes mondes
nouveaux-Novo Mundo Mundos Novos-New world New worlds.

(2009). Il corpo della madre schiava, i corpi dei figli: forme di resistenza alla schiavitu nell'America del XIX
secolo. Storia delle donne: 5, 2009, 167-183.

(2009). Cacao: From an exotic curiosity to a Spanish commodity. The diffusion of new patterns of consumption
in eighteenth-century Spain. Food and History, 7(1), 53-78.

Chapters in peer-reviewed edited books

(Forthcoming 2025). Grages C., lbafiez Z., Fattacciu l., Guilherme Fernandes A., McDonnel A. Verdin R., Life-
course Interviews on Poverty and Vulnerability Citizenship in a European-wide Study

(2022). Circulation of knowledge, competing therapies and exotic drugs: The case of sarsaparilla and China
root in early modern Italian medicine. In Tortarolo, E., Cosmopolitan Italy in the Age of Nations, Routledge,
212-226.

(2014). The Resilience and Boomerang Effect of Chocolate: A Product’s Globalization and Commodification. In
Aram, B., & Yun-Casalilla, B.., Global Goods and the Spanish Empire, 1492—1824: Circulation, Resistance and
Diversity, London: Palgrave Macmillan UK, 255-273

(2014) 7 April 1917: Central America, the Caribbean and the First World War in Sharp, A., 28 June: Sarajevo
1914-Versailles 1919: the War and Peace that Made the Modern World. Haus Publishing.

(2013) Atlantic Politics and Strategies of Commercialization: The role of Bourbon reformism in the diffusion of
chocolate, 18th century, in G. Entin, A.E. Gomez, F. Morelli, C. Thibaud, L' Atlantique revolutionnaire. Une
perspective ibero-americain. Editions Les Perseides.

(2013). Exotic products, luxury and new forms of sociability: changing patterns of consumption in 18th-century
Madrid. In Hyden-Hanscho, V., & Pieper, R., Cultural Exchange and Consumption Patterns in the Age of
Enlightenment: Europe and the Atlantic world. VDM Verlag Dr. Miiller, 169-188

(2011). Gremios y evolucién de las pautas de consumo en el siglo XVIII: la industria artesanal del chocolate. In
Navarro, D. M., Comprar, vender y consumir: nuevas aportaciones a la historia del consumo en la Espafia
moderna. Universitat de Valéncia, 153-175.

(2009). Cuba and Fernando Poo in the 19th century. in A. Lorini and Basosi D., Cuba in the World, the World in
Cuba, Firenze University Press, 39-51.

(2005). Alexis Everett Frye y la experiencia de los maestros cubanos en Harvard en el afio 1900. In Lorini A.,
Intimate and contested relation: the United States and Cuba in the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries, Universita degli studi di Firenze, Dipartimento di studi storici e geografici; 2, 1000-1033.
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Research reports and Working papers

Fattacciu, I., Vivoli, A., Ciani, F., and Biggeri, M., Tracking the upward social convergence: Sustainable
development and social rights in the future of the European Union. ARCO- MAECI 2024

Hirvilammi, T., Rannikko, A., Hakala, O., Fattacciu, I., Ferrannini et al. (2024). Survey report on the perceptions
on beyond GDP approach (Deliverable 4.1). Project MERGE: Measuring What Matters — Policy pathways to
sustainable and inclusive wellbeing.

Fattacciu, I., Ciani, F., Dachraoui, M., Hajam, Y., Kefi, S., Nasri, H., Tarchi, I., and Yahya, S., Vocational training
and employment in Tunisia: From access to inclusion — Accessibility audit of VETs in Kasserine, Le Kef,
Medenine. ARCO-AIFO 2023

Youth Local Review: Citta Metropolitana di Firenze. ARCO - Action Research for Co-Development 2023.
Available at: from https://www.arcolab.org/youth-local-review/cm-firenze/

Martsin, M, Unt, M, Fattacciu, |. et al. (2023) Experiences of low-quality jobs and in-work poverty early in the
career. EUROSHIP  Working Paper No 21. Oslo: Oslo Metropolitan University. DOI:
10.6084/m9.figshare.21983411. Available at: https://euroship- research.eu/publications.

Fattacciu I., Chimirri C., Ciani F., Ghassan Abu Hatab, Samah Saleh, Imad Sayrafi and Rasha Suboh (2021),
Conducting emancipatory research in the Palestinian territories. The experience in four governorates, Arco
and Educaid.

Fattacciu I. and Ciani F. (2022), Disuguaglianza, redistribuzione e giustizia sociale: attori e strategie, Arco and
ActionAid.

Magazine articles

(2021). The Path of Forastero Cocoa Towards a Worldwide Triumph, in Aeon (peer reviewed online Magazine)
Ciani, F., Fattacciu, I., Griffo, G. (2025). Storia, lotte e prospettive del diritto al lavoro per le persone con
disabilita in Italia, rubrica Al presente of SISLav, available at: https://www.storialavoro.it/al-presente-45/
Book translations

Soss J., Richard C. Fording, and Sanford F. Schram, Disciplinare i poveri. Paternalismo neoliberale e dimensione
razziale nel governo della poverta (Mimesis, 2022), [titolo originale: Disciplining the poor: Neoliberal
paternalism and the persistent power of race. University of Chicago Press, 2011].

Richard Collins, Sulle orme di Padre Kino. (Perugia: Morlacchi University Press, 2016) — [original title: Riding
Behind the Padre, Wheatmark 2014]

Helenah Malone, Architettura, morte e nazione. Cimiteri monumentali nell’ltalia del XIX secolo, in corso di
pubblicazione — [original title: Architecture, Death and Nationhood. Monumental Cemeteries of Nineteenth
century Italy, Routledge 2017]

Conference participation (short selection)

2025: Tracking the Upward Convergence, Renaissance in Economics - 2nd International Conference, University
of Florence, Florence

2023: Appropriation, Sociability and Social Geography of exotic goods circulation, The Global Table in the 18th
Century, Calouste Gulbenkian Museum, Lisbon (Portugal)

2023: Emancipatory Research with People with disability in Palestine: the Nothing About Us Without Us
project, Festival delle Culture, Municipality of Ravenna, Ravenna
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2023: Investigating children’s wellbeing to promote positive masculinities, AlS (Italian Sociology Association)
Conference, Turin

2022: The Boyhood Project, paper presented, ECAROM European Project final Conference, Istituto degli
Innocenti, Florence

2019: Globalizacién ibérica: redes entre Asia y Europa y los cambios en las pautas de consumo en
Latinoamérica, Invited lecture in the Seminar Series organized by prof. Bartolomé Yun Casalilla, Pablo de
Olavide University, Seville.

2017: Consumers of the Exotic: European commerce and the consumption of exotic materia medica, 1670-
1730, Workshop organized by prof. E. Spary and J. Rivest, University of Cambridge, Cambridge.

2016: Food, Empires and Global History, organizzato da B. Yun Casalilla, I. Berti e P.M. Omar Svriz Wucherer,
financed by Marie Sklodowska-Curie Action, Proyecto HAR2014-53797-P “Globalizacion Iberica”, Archivo
General de Indias, Escuela de Estudios Hispano-Americanos-CSIC, Pablo de Olavide University, Seville.

2016: REPS Symposium on Race, Ethnicity and Post-Colonial Studies, London School of Economics and Political
Science, London.

2016: Visuality and (anti) racism, Simposio InteRGRace, organized by InteRGRace / FISPPA, Centro
Interuniversitario di Storia Culturale, DISSGeA, Postcolonialitalia, Docucity, Zalab, Centro Universitario
Cinematografico, Universita di Padova, Padua.

2015: 40th Social History Society Conference, Lancaster University, Portsmouth (UK).

2014: Les Libres De Couleur Dans L'espace Atlantique, Conference of the project STARACO (STAtuts, “Race” et
COuleurs dans le monde atlantique de I'Antiquité a nos jours), Nantes University, Nantes.

2012: Scales and Cases, Workshop organized in honour of prof. Jacques Revel (EHESS, Parigi), European
University Institute, Florence.

2012: Epistemic Exchange in the Early Modern World. European and non-Europeans in Dialogue: Research
Perspectives, organized by John Hopkins University and European University Institute, Florence.

2012: The Portuguese Empire and the Early Modern World: Emerging Work and Recent Trends in
Historiography, organized by the Vasco da Gama Chair / Europe in the World Forum e Centro de Histéria de
Além-Mar (CHAM), Florence.

2011: 13th International Congress for Eighteenth Century Studies, organized by International Society for
Eighteenth-Century Studies e Universita di Graz, Graz

2011: Approaching and Dividing Cultures: New Goods Between the Atlantic and the Mediterranean, 1492-
1824, Pablo de Olavide University, Seville.

2011: Globalization and De-Globalization. Trans-national perspectives of Europe in World History, organized
by Department of History of Princeton University e European University Institute/Global Governance
Programme (RSCAS), Florence.

Teaching Experience

2023-2024 - Trainer, Qualitative and participatory methods
COSPE Monitoring Officer diploma

2020-2022 — Adjunct Professor, Colonial and postcolonial history — MA (in English)
Culture, Politics and Society Dept., University of Turin, Turin, Italy

2020 - Adjunct Professor, Intro to Sociology — BA (in English)
University of New Haven Tuscany Campus, Prato, Italy.
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2017-2021 - Adjunct Professor, World History — MA (in English)
Social Sciences Dept., University of Florence, Italy

2011-2013 — Adjunct Professor, Global History, History and Sociology of Consumption — BA (in English)
Univ. of Minnesota Florence Campus, Florence, Italy

2012 — PhD Seminar (co-leadership), Slavery and Empires
European University Institute, Fiesole, Italy

2006-2011 - Adjunct Professor, Global History, History and Sociology of Consumption — BA
Marist College SAP, Florence, Italy

Language Skills

Italian: Native

English: Excellent (C1)

Spanish: Excellent (C1)

French: Very good understanding and reading (B2)
Portuguese: Very good understanding and reading (B2)

Digital Skills

Qualitative and Spatial research tools: NVivo, ATLAS.ti, MAXQDA, Stata, QGIS, Gephi, Airtable
Digital Publishing and Dissemination: Adobe InDesign, Wordpress, basic HTML

Affiliations, Awards, and Visiting positions

2022-2024: Coordinator, Participatory Methods Group, HDCA (Human Development and Capabilities
Association)

2019-2022: Executive Board Member, SIM — Storie in Movimento

2015-2020: Member, InteRGRace (Intersectional Research on Race)

2015: Grant for Exploratory Workshop “Spices and Stockings”, Nordic Council

2015: CRT Grant for "Cross-disciplinary Debates on Urban Transformations" Workshop, University of Turin
2014: Visiting Fellow, Centro de Estudios Histdricos, El Colegio de México (Ciudad de Mexico, Mexico)
2006-2011: Salvador de Madariaga Research Grant (Spanish Ministry of Education)

2004: Visiting Fellow, Brown University (Providence, US)
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